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to trouble your lordship," Sidney said, " that I may
not offend in my want of service, to let me under-
stand whether I may remain absent from the Court
this Christmastime. Some occasions, both of health
and otherwise, do make me much desire it." But
the holiday asked for was not granted. He was in
attendance upon the Queen on the 1st of January,
15^3, when, poor as he was, he contrived to hand to
her, as a New Year's present, a beautiful golden
flower-pot, shaped like a castle, and daintily adorned
on one side with small diamonds.

His prospects brightened with the new year.
More than one cheap compliment was shown to him
in 1583- The first, however, appears to have been
bestowed under conditions that robbed it of grace.
As far back as 1579, when Prince John Casimir was
in England, the Queen had made him a Knight of
the Garter, with her own hands fastening the badge
of the order on his leg; but he had been unable to
wait for the formal installation at St. George's
Chapel, Windsor, and he had therefore selected his
" very dear friend," Mr. Philip Sidney, to act as his
proxy. For some reason the ceremony was delayed
nearly four years. It took place on the 13th of Jan-
uary, 1583, the anniversary of Elizabeth's coronation,
and as, according to the rule of the order, no one
below the rank of knight was competent to serve as
proxy on such an occasion, it was necessary that
Philip should first be qualified. This was done on
the 8th of January, and henceforth, no longer plain
Philip Sidney, esquire, he was known as Sir Philip
Sidney, knight, of Penshurst.